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1
METHOD FOR REPORTING CHANNEL
INFORMATION BASED ON LINK
ADAPTATION IN WIRELESS LOCAL AREA
NETWORK AND THE APPARATUS FOR THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/500,352 filed on Apr. 5, 2012,
which is the national phase of PCT International Application
No. PCT/KR2011/008993 filed Nov. 23, 2011, which claims
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/417,284
filed on Nov. 26, 2010, the entire contents of all of the above
applications are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to wireless communication
and, more particularly, to a channel information reporting
method based on a link adaptation method performed
between stations (STAs) in a Wireless Local Area Network
(WLAN) system and an apparatus for supporting the same.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

With the advancement of information communication
technologies, various wireless communication technologies
have recently been developed. Among the wireless commu-
nication technologies, a wireless local area network (WLAN)
is a technology whereby Internet access is possible in a wire-
less fashion in homes or businesses or in a region providing a
specific service by using a portable terminal such as a per-
sonal digital assistant (PDA), a laptop computer, a portable
multimedia player (PMP), etc.

The IEEE 802.11n is a technical standard relatively
recently introduced to overcome a limited data rate which has
been considered as a drawback in the WLAN. The IEEE
802.11n is devised to increase network speed and reliability
and to extend an operational distance of a wireless network.
More specifically, the IEEE 802.11n supports a high through-
put (HT), i.e., a data processing rate of up to above 540 Mbps,
and is based on a multiple input and multiple output (MIMO)
technique which uses multiple antennas in both a transmitter
and a receiver to minimize a transmission error and to opti-
mize a data rate.

With the widespread use of the WLAN and the diversifi-
cation of applications using the WLAN, there is a recent
demand for a new WL AN system to support a higher through-
put than a data processing rate supported by the IEEE
802.11n. A next-generation WLAN system supporting a very
high throughput (VHT) is a next version of the IEEE 802.11n
WLAN system, and is one of IEEE 802.11 WL AN systems
which have recently been proposed to support a data process-
ing rate of above 1 Gbps in a MAC service access point
(SAP).

The next-generation WLAN system supports the transmis-
sion of a Multi-User Multiple Input Multiple Output (MU-
MIMO) scheme in which a plurality of non-AP STAs
accesses a radio channel at the same time in order to effi-
ciently use the radio channel. According to the MU-MIMO
transmission scheme, an AP can transmit a frame to one or
more MIMO-paired STAs at the same time.

The AP and the plurality of MU-MIMO paired STAs may
have different capabilities. In this case, a supportable band-
width, modulation coding scheme (MCS), forward error cor-
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2

rection (FEC), etc., may vary depending on an STA type,
usage, channel environment, etc.

According to the MU-MIMO transmission scheme, a
transmitter can transmit data to each of a plurality of MU-
MIMO paired receivers through at least one or more spatial
streams. Herein, a channel between the transmitter and a first
receiver and a channel between the transmitter and a second
receiver may generate mutual interference. As such, the inter-
channel interference between the transmitter and the receiver
may obstruct correct data transmission and reception, which
may result in decrease in overall throughput of the WLAN
system. Accordingly, when data is transmitted by using the
MU-MIMO transmission scheme to improve throughput of
the WLAN system supporting the MU-MIMO transmission
scheme, there is a need to feed back a modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) in sequence by considering interference
between different channels.

Meanwhile, an environment for transmission and reception
between an AP and an STA may be changed. For example, the
AP may want to control the number of spatial streams to be
transmitted to the STA and send the spatial streams to the
STA. Furthermore, the STA may determine that the transmis-
sion and reception of data will be optimized by using what
spatial streams from among all the spatial streams available
between the AP and the STA without being limited to spatial
streams allocated by the AP. In this WLAN environment,
there is a need for a link adaptation method in which the STA
may feedback recommended spatial streams, determined by
the STA, and a recommended a Modulation Coding Scheme
(MCS) to be applied to the relevant spatial streams to the AP.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method for reporting
channel information based on a link adaptation in a wireless
local area network, which supports Multiple User-Multiple
Input Multiple Output (MU-MIMO) transmission.

In an aspect, a method for reporting channel information in
awireless local area network system is provided. The method
includes receiving a data block for requesting a modulation
and coding scheme (MCS) feedback from a requesting sta-
tion, the data block including a data field and a stream indi-
cator indicating a number of at least one spatial stream in the
data field; determining, the MCS feedback based on the data
block; and, transmitting the MCS feedback to the requesting
station, the MCS feedback including a recommended MCS
and a recommended stream indicator indicating a number of
at least one recommended spatial stream. The number of the
at least one recommended spatial stream in the MCS feed-
back is equal or less than the number of the at least one spatial
stream in the data block.

If the number of the at least one recommended spatial
stream in the MCS feedback is less than the number of the at
least spatial stream in the data block, the recommended MCS
may be estimated under an assumption that the at least one
recommended spatial stream is at least one first spatial stream
among the at least one spatial stream in the data block.

The MCS feedback may be determined based on a band-
width used for transmitting the data field and a coding scheme
applied to the data field.

The data block further may include a channel bandwidth
indicator indicating the bandwidth; and, a coding scheme
indicator indicating the coding scheme.

The data block may further comprise a MRQ indicator
requesting the MCS feedback.

The MRQ indicator may be implemented 1 bit field.
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The data block may be a physical layer convergence pro-
cedure (PLCP) protocol data unit (PPDU).

The data field may comprise a physical service data unit
(PSDU) and the MRQ indicator may be included in the
PSDU.

In another aspect, an wireless apparatus is provided. The
apparatus includes a transceiver transmitting and receiving
radio signal; and, a processor operationally coupled to the
transceiver. The processor is configured for the step of:
receiving a data block for requesting a modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) feedback from a requesting station, the data
block including a data field and a stream indicator indicating
a number of at least one spatial stream in the data field;
determining the MCS feedback based on the data block; and,
transmitting the MCS feedback to the requesting station, the
MCS feedback including a recommended MCS and a recom-
mended stream indicator indicating a number of at least one
recommended spatial stream. The number of the at least one
recommended spatial stream in the MCS feedback is equal or
less than the number of the at least one spatial stream in the
data block.

An STA determines what spatial streams have been opti-
mized for a current WLAN environment regarding spatial
streams being used by an AP. Next, the STA feeds back
information, indicating spatial streams to be used for MU-
MIMO transmission between the AP and the STA, and infor-
mation, indicating an optimized MCS to be applied to the
relevant spatial streams, to the AP. That is, MFB information
fed back by the STA includes spatial stream indication infor-
mation and recommended MCS information. In a WLAN
environment in which the use or an occupation situation of
spatial streams may be changed, an AP may receive MCS
feedback (MFB) information from an STA and perform MU-
MIMO transmission by using spatial streams fed back thereto
and a recommended MCS. At the time of the MU-MIMO
transmission, the AP may utilize spatial streams more effi-
ciently as compared with the existing method and apply an
optimal MCS estimated and computed by the STA. Accord-
ingly, the overall throughput of a WLAN can be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a diagram showing the configuration of a WLAN
system to which embodiments of the present invention may
be applied.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the PHY architecture of a
WLAN system which is supported by IEEE 802.11.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a PPDU format
used in a WLAN system.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of a link adapta-
tion method.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing another example of a PPDU
format used in a WL AN system.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing another example of a link
adaptation method.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a format of the NDPA
frame.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing still another example of a link
adaptation method.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a link adaptation method
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing an example of the
existing link adaptation subfield format.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an example of a link adap-
tation subfield according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
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FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing an example of a link
adaptation subfield according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of a WLAN
system to which the embodiments of the present invention
may be applied.

FIGS. 14 and 15 are diagrams showing examples of a link
adaptation method according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIGS. 16 to 18 are diagrams showing examples of indicat-
ing recommended spatial streams and a recommended MCS
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing a wireless apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the configuration of a WLAN
system to which embodiments of the present invention may
be applied.

Referring to FIG. 1, A WLAN system includes one or more
Basic Service Set (BSSs). The BSS is a set of stations (STAs)
which can communicate with each other through successful
synchronization. The BSS is not a concept indicating a spe-
cific area.

An infrastructure BSS includes one or more non-AP STAs
STA1, STA2, STA3, STA4, and STAS, an AP (Access Point)
providing distribution service, and a Distribution System
(DS) connecting a plurality of APs. In the infrastructure BSS,
an AP manages the non-AP STAs of the BSS.

On the other hand, an Independent BSS (IBSS) is operated
in an Ad-Hoc mode. The IBSS does not have a centralized
management entity for performing a management function
because it does not include an AP. That is, in the IBSS,
non-AP STAs are managed in a distributed manner. In the
IBSS, all STAs may be composed of mobile STAs. All the
STAs form a self-contained network because they are not
allowed to access the DS.

An STA is a certain functional medium, including Medium
Access Control (MAC) and wireless-medium physical layer
interface satisfying the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 standard. Hereinafter, the STA
refers to both an AP and a non-AP STA.

A non-AP STA is an STA which is not an AP. The non-AP
STA may also be referred to as a mobile terminal, a wireless
device, a wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU), a user
equipment (UE), a mobile station (MS), a mobile subscriber
unit, or simply a user. For convenience of explanation, the
non-AP STA will be hereinafter referred to the STA.

The AP is a functional entity for providing connection to
the DS through a wireless medium for an STA associated with
the AP. Although communication between STAs in an infra-
structure BSS including the AP is performed via the AP in
principle, the STAs can perform direct communication when
a direct link is set up. The AP may also be referred to as a
central controller, a base station (BS), a node-B, a base trans-
ceiver system (BTS), a site controller, etc.

A plurality of infrastructure BSSs including the BSS
shown in FIG. 1 can be interconnected by the use of the DS.
An extended service set (ESS) is a plurality of BSSs con-
nected by the use of the DS. APs and/or STAs included in the
ESS can communicate with each another. In the same ESS, an
STA can move from one BSS to another BSS while perform-
ing seamless communication.

In a WLAN system based on IEEE 802.11, a basic access
mechanism of a medium access control (MAC) is a carrier
sense multiple access with collision avoidance (CSMA/CA)
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mechanism. The CSMA/CA mechanism is also referred to as
a distributed coordinate function (DCF) of the IEEE 802.11
MAC, and basically employs a “listen before talk” access
mechanism. In this type of access mechanism, an AP and/or
an STA senses a wireless channel or medium before starting
transmission. As aresult of sensing, ifitis determined that the
medium is in an idle status, frame transmission starts by using
the medium. Otherwise, if it is sensed that the medium is in an
occupied status, the AP and/or the STA does not start its
transmission but sets and waits for a delay duration for
medium access.

The CSMA/CA mechanism also includes virtual carrier
sensing in addition to physical carrier sensing in which the AP
and/or the STA directly senses the medium. The virtual car-
rier sensing is designed to compensate for a problem that can
occur in medium access such as a hidden node problem. For
the virtual carrier sending, the MAC of the WLAN system
uses a network allocation vector (NAV). The NAV is a value
transmitted by an AP and/or an STA, currently using the
medium or having a right to use the medium, to anther AP or
another STA to indicate a remaining time before the medium
returns to an available state. Therefore, a value set to the NAV
corresponds to a period reserved for the use of the medium by
an AP and/or an STA transmitting a corresponding frame.

The IEEE 802.11 MAC protocol, together with a Distrib-
uted Coordination Function (DCF), provides a Hybrid Coor-
dination Function (HCF) based on a Point Coordination
Function (PCF) of performing periodical polling by using the
DCF and a polling-based synchronous access method so that
all reception APs or STAs or both can receive data packets.
The HCF includes contention-based Enhanced Distributed
Channel Access (EDCA) and HCF Controlled Channel
Access (HCCA) using a contention-free-based channel
access scheme employing polling mechanism as access
schemes used by a provider in order to provide data packets to
a plurality of users. The HCF includes a medium access
mechanism for improving Quality of Service (QoS) of a
WLAN, and QoS data can be transmitted in both a Contention
Period (CP) and a Contention-Free Period (CFP).

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the PHY architecture of a
WLAN system which is supported by IEEE 802.11.

The PHY architecture of IEEE 802.11 includes a PHY
Layer Management Entity (PLME), a Physical Layer Con-
vergence Procedure (PLCP) sublayer 210, and a Physical
Medium Dependent (PMD) sublayer 200. The PLME pro-
vides the management function of a physical layer in asso-
ciation witha MAC Layer Management Entity (MLME). The
PLCP sublayer 210 transfers a MAC Protocol Data Unit
(MPDU), received from a MAC sublayer 220, to the PMD
sublayer 200 or transfers a frame, received from the PMD
sublayer 200, to the MAC sublayer 220 according to an
instruction of a MAC layer between the MAC sublayer 220
and the PMD sublayer 200. The PMD sublayer 200, as a
PLCP sublayer, enables the transmission and reception of a
physical entity between two STAs through a radio medium.
The MPDU transmitted by the MAC sublayer 220 is referred
to as a Physical Service Data Unit (PSDU) in the PLCP
sublayer 210. The MPDU is similar to the PSDU, but if an
Aggregated MPDU (A-MPDU) in which a plurality of
MPDUs is aggregated is transferred, each MPDU and each
PSDU may be different from each other.

In a process of transferring the PSDU, received from the
MAC sublayer 220, to the PMD sublayer 200, the PLCP
sublayer 210 adds a supplementary subfield, including infor-
mation necessary for a physical transceiver, to the PSDU. The
field added to the PSDU may include tail bits necessary to
restore a PLCP preamble, a PL.CP header, and a convolution
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encoder to a zero state. The PLCP sublayer 210 receives a
TXVECTOR parameter, including control information nec-
essary to generate and transmit a Physical Layer Convergence
Procedure (PLCP) Protocol Data Unit (PPDU) and control
information necessary for a receiving STA to receive and
interpret the PPDU, from the MAC sublayer 220. The PLCP
sublayer 210 uses the information included in the TXVEC-
TOR parameter in order to generate the PPDU including the
PSDU.

The PLCP preamble functions to enable a receiver to be
prepared for a synchronization function and an antenna diver-
sity before the PSDU is transmitted. A data field may include
padding bits, a service field including a bit sequence for
resetting a scrambler, and a coded sequence in which the bit
sequence having tail bits added thereto has been encoded in
the PSDU. Here, an encoding scheme may be either a Binary
Convolutional Coding (BCC) encoding scheme or a Low
Density Parity Check (LDPC) encoding scheme according to
an encoding scheme supported by an STA that receives a
PPDU. The PLCP header includes a field including informa-
tion about a PLCP Protocol Data Unit (PPDU) to be trans-
mitted. The PLCP header will be described in more detail
later with reference to FIG. 3.

The PLCP sublayer 210 generates the PPDU by adding the
field to the PSDU and transmits the generated PPDU to a
receiving STA via the PMD sublayer 200. The receiving STA
receives the PPDU, obtains information necessary to restore
data from a PL.CP preamble and a PL.CP header, and restores
the data. The PLCP sublayer of the receiving STA transfers an
RXVECTOR parameter, including control information
included in a PLCP preamble and a PL.CP header, to an MAC
sublayer so that the MAC sublayer can interpret the PPDU
and obtain data in a reception state.

A WLAN system supports transmit channels of a more
contiguous 160 MHz band and a discontiguous 80+80 MHz
band in order to support a higher throughput. Furthermore,
the WLAN system supports a Multiple User-Multiple Input
Multiple Output (MU-MIMO) transmission scheme. In a
WLAN system supporting the MU-MIMO transmission
scheme, an AP or an STA or both that try to transmit data may
transmit data packets to one or more MU-MIMO-paired
receiving STAs at the same time.

Referring back to FIG. 1, in a WLAN system, such as that
shown in FIG. 1, the AP 10 may transmit data to an STA group
including at least one STA, from among the plurality of STAs
21, 22, 23, 24, and 30 associated therewith, at the same time.
An example where the AP performs MU-MIMO transmission
to the STAs is shownin FIG. 1. Ina WLAN system supporting
Tunneled Direct Link Setup (TDLS), Direct Link Setup
(DLS), or a mesh network, however, an STA trying to send
data may send a PPDU to a plurality of STAs by using the
MU-MIMO transmission scheme. An example where an AP
sends a PPDU to a plurality of STAs according to the MU-
MIMO transmission scheme is described below.

The data respectively transmitted to each of the STAs may
be transmitted through different spatial streams. The data
packet transmitted by the AP 10 may be a PPDU, generated
and transmitted by the physical layer of a WLAN system, or
a data field included in the PPDU, and the data packet may be
referred to as a frame. That is, a data field included in a PPDU
for SU-MIMO or MU-MIMO or both may be called an
MIMO packet. In an example of the present invention, it is
assumed that a target transmission STA group MU-MIMO-
paired with the AP 10 includes the STA 1 21, the STA 2 22, the
STA 3 23, and the STA 4 24. Here, data may not be transmit-
ted to a specific STA of the target transmission STA group
because spatial streams are not allocated to the specific STA.
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Meanwhile, it is assumed that the STAa 30 is associated with
the AP 10, but not included in the target transmission STA
group.

In order to support MU-MIMO transmission in a WLAN
system, an identifier may be allocated to a target transmission
STA group, and the identifier may be called a group ID. An AP
transmits a group ID management frame, including group
definition information, to STAs supporting MU-MIMO trans-
mission in order to allocate a group ID to the STAs. The group
1D is allocated to the STAs based on the group ID manage-
ment frame prior to PPDU transmission. A plurality of group
IDs may be allocated to one STA.

Table 1 below shows information elements included in the
group ID management frame.

TABLE 1
Order Information
1 Category
2 VHT action
3 Membership status
4 Spatial stream position

The frames of the category field and the VHT action field
correspond to management frames. The category field and the
VHT action field are set to identify that the relevant frames are
group ID management frames used in the next-generation
WLAN system supporting MU-MIMO.

As in Table 1, group definition information includes the
membership status information, indicating whether an STA
belongs to a specific group ID, and spatial stream position
information indicating that what place is the spatial stream set
of'arelevant STA located from all the spatial streams accord-
ing to MU-MIMO transmission if the STA belongs to the
relevant group ID.

Since a plurality of group IDs is managed by one AP,
membership status information provided to one STA needs to
indicate whether the STA belongs to each of the group IDs
managed by the AP. Accordingly, the membership status
information may exist in an array form of subfields, indicat-
ing whether the STA belongs to each group ID. The spatial
stream position information may exist in an array form of
subfields, indicating a position of a spatial stream set occu-
pied by an STA regarding each group 1D, because the spatial
stream position information indicates a position for each
group ID. Furthermore, the membership status information
and the spatial stream position information for one group ID
may be implemented within one subfield.

If an AP transmits a PPDU to a plurality of STAs according
to the MU-MIMO transmission scheme, the AP includes
information, indicating a group ID, in the PPDU, and trans-
mits the information as control information. When an STA
receives the PPDU, the STA checks whether it is a member
STA of a target transmission STA group by checking a group
1D field. If the STA is checked to be a member of the target
transmission STA group, the STA may check that what place
is a spatial stream set, transmitted thereto, placed from all the
spatial streams. Since the PPDU includes information about
the number of spatial streams allocated to a reception STA,
the STA can receive data by searching for spatial streams
allocated thereto.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a PPDU format
used in a WLAN system.

Referring to FIG. 3, a PPDU 300 may include an L-STF
310, an L-LTF 320, an L-SIG field 330, a VHT-SIG A field
340, a VHT-STF 350, a VHT-LTF 360, a VHT-SIG B field
370, and a data field 380.
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The PLCP sublayer forming the physical layer converts a
PSDU, received from the MAC layer, into the data field 380
by adding necessary information to the PSDU, generates the
PPDU 300 by adding fields, such as the L-STF 310, the L-LTF
320, the L-SIG field 330, the VHT-SIG A field 340, the
VHT-STF 350, the VHT-LTF 360, and the VHT-SIGB field
370, to the data field 380, and transmits the PPDU 300 to one
or more STAs through the PMD sublayer forming the physi-
cal layer. Control information necessary for the PLCP sub-
layer to generate the PPDU and control information, included
in the PPDU and transmitted so that a receiving STA can use
the control information to interpret the PPDU, are provided
from the TXVECTOR parameter received from the MAC
layer.

The L-STF 310 is used for frame timing acquisition, Auto-
matic Gain Control (AGC) convergence, coarse frequency
acquisition, etc.

The L-LTF 320 is used for channel estimation for demodu-
lating the L-SIG field 330 and the VHT-SIG A field 340.

The L-SIG field 330 is used for an L-STA to receive the
PPDU 300 and obtain data by interpreting the PPDU 300. The
L-SIG field 330 includes a rate subfield, a length subfield,
parity bits, and a tail field. The rate subfield is set to a value
indicating a bit rate for data to be transmitted now.

The length subfield is set to a value indicating the octet
length of a Physical Service Data Unit (PSDU) that the MAC
layer requests a physical layer to send the PSDU. Here, an
L_LENGTH parameter related to information about the octet
length of the PSDU is determined on the basis of a TXTIME
parameter related to transmission time. TXTIME indicates a
transmission time determined by the physical layer in order to
transmit a PPDU including the PSDU, in response to a trans-
mission time that the MAC layer has requested the physical
layer to send the PSDU. Since the ._LENGTH parameter is
aparameter related to time, the length subfield included in the
L-SIG field 330 includes information related to the transmis-
sion time.

The VHT-SIG A field 340 includes control information (or
signal information) necessary for STAs, receiving the PPDU
300, to interpret the PPDU 300. The VHT-SIG A field 340 is
transmitted through two OFDM symbols. Accordingly, the
VHT-SIG A field 340 may be divided into a VHT-SIG A1 field
and a VHT-SIG A2 field. The VHT-SIG A1 field includes
channel bandwidth information used for PPDU transmission,
information indicating whether Space Time Block Coding
(STBC) is used, information indicating a scheme for trans-
mitting a PPDU, from among SU and MU-MIMO schemes,
information indicating a target transmission STA group
including a plurality of STAs that are MU-MIMO-paired with
an AP if the transmission scheme is the MU-MIMO scheme,
and information about spatial streams allocated to each STA
of'the target transmission STA group. The VHT-SIG A2 field
includes short Guard Interval (GI)-related information.

The information indicating the MIMO transmission
scheme and the information indicating the target transmission
STA group may be implemented into a piece of MIMO indi-
cation information. For example, they may be implemented in
the form of a group ID. The group ID may be set to a value
having a specific range. A specific value of the range may
indicate the SU-MIMO transmission scheme, and the remain-
ing values of the range may be used as an identifier for a
relevant target transmission STA group if the PPDU 300 is
transmitted according to the MU-MIMO transmission
scheme.

If the group ID indicates that the PPDU 300 is transmitted
according to the SU-MIMO transmission scheme, the VHT-
SIG A2 field includes coding indication information, indicat-
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ing whether a coding scheme applied to a data field is a Binary
Convolution Coding (BCC) scheme or a Low Density Parity
Check (LDPC) coding scheme, and Modulation Coding
Scheme (MCS) information about a channel between a
sender and a recipient. Furthermore, the VHT-SIG A2 field
may include the AID of an STA to which the PPDU 300 will
be transmitted or a partial AID including some bit sequences
of the AID or both.

If the group 1D indicates that the PPDU 300 is transmitted
according to the MU-MIMO transmission scheme, the VHT-
SIG A field 340 includes coding indication information indi-
cating whether a coding scheme applied to a data field to be
transmitted to reception STAs that are MU-MIMO-paired is
the BCC scheme or the LDPC coding scheme. In this case,
Modulation Coding Scheme (MCS) information for each
reception STA may be included in the VI-SIG B field 370.

The VHT-STF 350 is used to improve AGC estimation
performance in MIMO transmission.

The VHT-LTF 360 is used for an STA to estimate a MIMO
channel. The VHT-LTF 360 may be set to the number corre-
sponding to the number of spatial streams through which the
PPDU 300 is transmitted because the next-generation WLAN
system supports MU-MIMO. Additionally, full channel
sounding is supported. If the full channel sounding is per-
formed, the number of VHT-LTFs may be further increased.

The VHT-SIG B field 370 includes dedicated control infor-
mation which is necessary for a plurality of MIMO-paired
STAs to obtain data by receiving the PPDU 300. Accordingly,
only when common control information included in the VHT-
SIG B field 370 indicates that the received PPDU 300 has
been subjected to MU-MIMO transmission, an STA may be
designed to decode the VHT-SIG B field 370. On the other
hand, if the common control information indicates that the
received PPDU 300 is for a single STA (including
SU-MIMO), an STA may be implemented not to decode the
VHT-SIG B field 370.

The VHT-SIG B field 370 includes information about an
MCS and information about rate matching for each STA. The
VHT-SIG B field 370 further includes information indicating
the length of a PSDU which is included in a data field for each
STA. The information indicating the length of the PSDU is
information indicating the length of the bit sequence of the
PSDU and may be indicated by an octet unit. The size of the
VHT-SIG B field 370 may vary an MIMO transmission type
(MU-MIMO or SU-MIMO) and a channel bandwidth used
for PPDU transmission.

The data field 380 includes data intended to be transmitted
to an STA. The data field 380 includes a service field for
resetting a PLCP Service Data Unit (PSDU) to which an
MAC Protocol Data Unit (MPDU) in the MAC layer has been
transferred and a scrambler, a tail field including a bit
sequence necessary to restore a convolution encoder to a zero
state, and padding bits for normalizing the length of a data
field.

In a WL AN system, such as that shown in FIG. 1, ifthe AP
10 intends to transmit data to the STA 1 21, the STA 222, and
the STA 3 23, the AP 10 may transmit the PPDU to an STA
group including the STA 121, the STA 222,the STA 3 23, and
the STA 4 24. In this case, the data may be transmitted in such
amanner that spatial streams are not allocated to the STA 4 24
and a specific number of spatial streams are allocated to each
of the STA 1 21, the STA 2 22, and the STA 3 23, as in FIG.
2. In the example of FIG. 2, it can be seen that one spatial
stream has been allocated to the STA 1 21, three spatial
streams have been allocated to the STA 2 22, and two spatial
streams have been allocated to the STA 3 23.
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In a WLAN system, in order to efficiently use a given
channel, the MU-MIMO transmission scheme must be able to
be used by scheduling several STAs at the same time. MU-
MIMO transmission means that data can be transmitted to a
plurality of STAs at the same time. In this case, an overall
throughput of a system can be improved. Here, if each STA
feeds back optimal MCS information, including spatial
streams information, to an AP in a time-sequential manner,
system performance may be further improved.

In data transmission and reception processes in a WLAN
system, current open-loop link adaptation using an acknowl-
edgement (ACK) frame, a non-acknowledgement (NACK)
frame, etc. is disadvantageous in that channel information
between an AP and an STA is not sufficiently utilized. In order
to improve the throughput of a WLAN system by supple-
menting the disadvantage, a method of supporting closed-
loop link adaptation for feeding back more accurate channel
information to an AP may be taken into consideration.

In a WLAN system, for channel sounding, a Null Data
Packet Announcement (NDPA) frame—a Null Data Packet
(NDP) transmission method is supported. According to the
NDPA frame—NDP transmission method, a plurality of MU-
MIMO-paired STAs may estimate channels on the basis of
the NDP. Furthermore, the STAs may estimate channels on
the basis of the LTF of a common PPDU, including data, as
well asthe NDP frame. A link adaptation method based onthe
NDPA frame—NDP transmission method and a link adapta-
tion method based on a common PPDU may be proposed by
applying the estimation to link adaptation method.

In below description of a plurality of link adaptation meth-
ods according to the embodiments of the present invention, it
is assumed that an AP transmitting by using MU-MIMO
scheme is a MCS feedback (MFB) requester and STAs
MIMO paired with the AP are MFB responders. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto, and thus the MFB
requester and the MFB responder may be the AP and/or the
STAs.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of a link adapta-
tion method.

There is proposed the link adaptation method based on a
PPDU including data. An AP may obtain a beamforming
matrix suitable for transmission to each STA by using infor-
mation obtained through a previous channel sounding proce-
dure. Accordingly, the AP may send the PPDU of a precoded
form in which an MCS Request (MRQ) has been set to each
of MU-MIMO-paired STAs.

For link adaptation, each STA must estimate a channel. The
estimation may be performed on the basis of a VHT-LTF
which is the PL.CP preamble of the transmitted PPDU. Since
data units are aggregated and transmitted in data transmission
employing a PPDU, the STA may check the reception of the
received PPDU by using a Block Ack (BA) frame. The STA
may include MCS Feedback (MFB) information in the BA
frame and transmit the BA frame.

In order to request an MCS from each STA, an AP may set
the MCS request (MRQ) subfield of an MCS request or
Antenna Selection (ASEL) Indication (MAI) field, included
in the MAC header of a PSDU transmitted to the STA,to 1. In
this case, since a Null Data Packet (NDP) is not used, an NDP
announcement subfield is set to 0. This setting may be imple-
mented by using the HT control field of the MAC header
which forms the PSDU transmitted to each STA. Further-
more, the setting of the HT control field may be implemented
by setting the HT control field included in a control wrapper
frame. In other words, the setting of the HT control field may
be implemented by including the control frame in the control
wrapper frame and setting the HT control field within the
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control wrapper frame because the IT control field may not be
included in a common control frame supported by a WLAN
system.

Each STA may include MFB information, related to the
result of channel estimation, in the HT control field of the
control wrapper frame including the BA frame and transmit
the HT control field to the AP.

In the example shown in FIG. 4, if an AP transmits a PPDU
having a format, such as that shown in FIG. 5, to STAs, the
group ID of a VHT-SIG A field includes information about
that the AP is participating in data transmission with what
STAs. It is assumed that an STA1, an STA2, an STA3, and an
STA4 are included in a target STA group and three spatial
streams, two spatial streams, one spatial stream, and one
spatial stream have been allocated to the STA1, the STA2, the
STA3, and the STA4, respectively.

Although a total of 7 spatial streams have been used, 8
LTFs are required in order for a receiver to perform channel
estimation. In legacy preambles L-STF and L-LTF and a
VHT-SIG A field for a legacy STA, one spatial stream is
transmitted through all transmission antennas. Fields subse-
quent to a VHT-STF field are subject to Cyclic Shift Delay
(CSD) and precoding according to a precoding matrix and are
then transmitted.

Each of the STAs that have received the PPDU obtains the
data through each decoding process and transmits a BA frame
to the AP. Each STA includes estimation MCS information,
assuming that the data is received through spatial streams
allocated to the relevant STA using channel information esti-
mated based on the LTF, in the BA frame and sends the BA
frame to the AP. When the MCS is estimated, the relevant STA
may estimate and compute the MCS by taking interference
that may be caused by spatial streams not allocated to the
relevant STA into consideration.

According to the setting of a group 1D, The STA1 includes
an MCS Feedback (MFB) in the BA frame and sends the BA
frame to the AP. When the AP sends a Block ACK Request
(BAR) to a specific STA in response thereto, the specific STA
may include MFB information in a BA frame and send the BA
frame to the AP.

Additionally, whenever the BAR is successively transmit-
ted to each STASTA, a corresponding STA may send MFB
information simultaneously with a BA frame. Likewise, in
the process of estimating and computing the MCS, the corre-
sponding STA may estimate and compute the MCS by using
spatial streams allocated thereto, assuming that the remaining
spatial streams may function as interference.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing another example of a link
adaptation method.

Referring to FIG. 6, an AP sends an NDP to each of STAs.
The NDP is a frame that is used by each STA for channel
estimation. The NDP has a format of a PPDU not including a
data field. As in the reception of the PPDU, when the NDP is
received, each of the STAs may perform channel estimation
on the basis of an LTF included in the NDP. Before sending
the NDP, the AP sends an NDPA framei., one of control
frames, in order to inform that the NDP will be transmitted.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a format of the NDPA
frame.

Referring to FIG. 7, the NDPA frame 700 includes a frame
control field 710, a duration field 720, a Receiver Address
(RA)field 730, a Transmitter Address (TA) field 740, a sound-
ing sequence field 750, at least one STA information field
760, and a Frame Check Sequence (FCS) field 770. The frame
control field 710 includes control information related to the
NDPA frame 700. The duration field 720 indicates the length
of the NDPA frame 700. The RA field 730 indicates an
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address of an STA that receives the NDPA frame 700 and may
indicate a broadcast address. The TA field 740 indicates an
address of an AP or an STA or both which transmit the NDPA
frame 700. The sounding sequence field 750 includes the
number of sounding sequences to be now included. The STA
information field 760 includes information to identify a target
channel sounding STA and information about feedback infor-
mation according to channel sounding. If one or more target
channel sounding STAs exist, one or more STA information
fields 760 may be included in the NDPA frame 700.

Referring back to FIG. 6, the NDPA frame is a control
frame used for a channel sounding procedure according to the
NDPA frame—NDP transmission method. Accordingly,
since the NDPA frame itself does not include an HT control
field, information to request MCS estimation cannot be
included in the NDPA frame. However, since an STA can
acquires information for the MCS estimation based on the
NDPA frame and performs channel estimation using the
NDP, a link adaptation method based on the NDPA frame and
the NDP is also possible. To this end, there is proposed a
method of including the NDPA frame in a control wrapper
frame and transmitting the control wrapper frame so that an
MRQ can be triggered by sending the NDPA frame. The
MRQ setting may be implemented by setting the HT control
field included in the control wrapper frame.

An MRQ and NDP announcement are set in the HT control
field ofthe control wrapper frame including the NDPA frame.
Furthermore, information about the NDP transmitted to each
STA must be included inthe HT control field. The group ID of
the VHT-SIG A field of a PPDU includes information about a
target MU-MIMO transmission STA group by the AP. Each
STA may obtain indication information about the number of
spatial stream from a unicasted and/or broadcasted PPDU.

The setting of the MRQ and the NDP announcement may
be implemented by setting the link adaptation subfield and the
NDP announcement subfield of the HT control field.

Meanwhile, the NDP itself includes a VHT-SIG A field
including information about a group ID and the allocation of
spatial streams. However, the group 1D of the NDP is agreed
to indicate that a transmission scheme is the SU transmission
scheme. Accordingly, information that may be obtained from
the VHT-SIG A field of the NDP is information about the
allocation of spatial streams and the MCS.

Meanwhile, as described above, the MCS-related informa-
tion applied to each spatial stream may be differently imple-
mented according to a value setin a group ID. Accordingly, in
case of an NDP, the MCS-related information should be set as
in MU transmission irrespective of the group ID. In this case,
an STA may obtain the MCS-related information by inter-
preting a VHT-SIG B field.

An STA may know that it is engaged with transmission
with an AP based on the unicasted or broadcasted PPDU. If
information about the number of spatial streams of the PPDU
is equal to information about the number of spatial streams of
the NDP, the STA may obtain information about the number
of spatial streams allocated thereto. Furthermore, the STA
may obtain MCS information, applied to each of the spatial
streams, from the VHT-SIG B field of the NDP. Each STA
may estimate and compute an optimal MCS by taking spatial
streams, allocated to other STAs, into consideration on the
basis of the MCS information and send MFB information to
an AP according to the polling scheme of the AP. Each STA
sends a feedback frame including an HT control field, includ-
ing the obtained spatial streams information and the MCS
information. The link adaptation method according to the
above description is based on the NDPA frame—NDP trans-
mission method. Accordingly, the feedback frame may be a
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VHT beamforming compressed frame, and the feedback
frame may further include Channel State Information (CSI)
according to channel sounding.

The AP receives the CSI and all pieces of possible MFB
information from the STAs through the link adaptation pro-
cedure. Each STA indicates that the MFB information is an
MCS that has been optimally estimated for each of spatial
streams. When the MFB information is received from each
STA, the AP may select a proper MCS by taking an optimal
system throughput upon next transmission or fairness for
every STA into consideration so that spatial streams are fairly
allocated to the highest degree.

In the example of FIG. 6, it is assumed that the number of
spatial streams that may be transmitted by the AP is 8 and the
number of spatial streams available for the AP is 4, 3, 2, and
1. The AP may do not accept all the requests of the STAs. In
this case, it is assumed that the MU transmission scheme
rather than the SU transmission scheme is determined to be
advantageous in terms of a system throughput and spatial
streams need to be fairly allocated to each STA.

Meanwhile, when the STAs feed back MCSs after estimat-
ing the MCSs, each STA may feed back the MCS on the basis
ofthe SU-MIMO transmission scheme and, at the same time,
may feed back the MCS assuming that a transmission scheme
is an MU-MIMO transmission scheme. Here, the assumption
of the MU-MIMO transmission scheme and the feedback of
the MCS may be performed assuming that the number of
spatial streams and a transmission power have other restric-
tions, unlike in the SU-MIMO transmission scheme.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing still another example of a link
adaptation method. In this example, it is assumed that the
number of STAs that are MU-MIMO-paired with an AP is 3
and there is no change of a channel.

Referring to FIG. 8, an AP transmits a PPDU to an STA 1,
an STA 2, and an STA 3 according to the MU-MIMO trans-
mission scheme at step S810. The PPDU may be transmitted
on the basis of the result that previous channel sounding has
been performed.

Next, there is no data to be transmitted from the AP to the
STA 3 or the connection of the AP with the STA 3 may be
terminated at step S820.

The AP may allocate additional radio resources, generated
as a result of the termination of the connection with the STA
3,to the existing STA 1 and STA 2. In this case, a new channel
sounding procedure is not necessary in calculating a new
precoding matrix for reallocating the resources because there
is no change in a channel.

The AP initiates a link adaptation procedure for the STA 1
and the STA 2. The AP transmits a PPDU, including an HT
control field in which an MRQ has been set, to the STA 1, the
STA 2, and the STA 3 at step S830.

Each of the STA 1, the STA 2, and the STA 3 estimates a
channel and an MCS on the basis of the VHT-LTF of the
PPDU and feeds back MFB information to the AP at step
S840. The MFB information feedback, by the STAs MU-
MIMO paired with the AP, is performed based on a polling
mechanism, transmitting and/or receiving a BA frame and/or
BA request (BAR) frame.

The AP performs data transmission on the basis of a new
MCS obtained in the process at step S850.

In order to improve the throughput of the next-generation
WLAN system, a more efficient link adaptation method needs
to be proposed. When there is a change in the number of
spatial streams to be transmitted by an AP, a spatial stream
indication scheme may be proposed. Furthermore, when an
STA determines to use the number of spatial streams smaller
than the number of spatial streams received from an AP from
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a viewpoint of the throughput, a link adaptation method of
feeding back MFB information to the AP is proposed.

In a WLAN system, a maximum of 4 spatial streams may
be allocated to each STA and transmitted according to a
downlink MU-MIMO transmission scheme. If the number of
spatial streams to be transmitted from an AP to an STA is
reduced, the AP may request MCS estimation for a situation
from the STA without performing a new channel sounding
procedure. The AP may initiate the link adaptation procedure
by transmitting a PPDU including MRQ. The STA may also
inform the AP that it will be efficient to use one or more spatial
streams, corresponding to specific streams of all special
streams, by using information about the number of spatial
streams to be changed, received from the AP.

The number of spatial streams is not changed when a
specific STA does not use all the spatial streams, but at least
one recommended spatial stream may be indicated even when
aSignalto interference plus Noise Ratio (SINR) is changed in
each spatial stream.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a link adaptation method
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

An AP transmits a PPDU to an STA 1 and an STA 2 by
using the MU-MIMO transmission scheme at step S910.

If the AP detects that the number of spatial streams trans-
mitted to each STA will be reduced at step S920, the AP may
inform each STA of the number of spatial streams to be
reduced. It is provided that AP transmits a PPDU including
MRQ for a method for informing each STA of the number of
spatial streams to be reduced (5930).

This method may be implemented by setting spatial stream
indication information of the VHT-SIG A1 field in the PPDU
including data.

Each STA may determine MCS information, estimated
based on the PPDU or NDP or both, and what spatial streams
will be used and may feed MFB information back to the AP at
step S940. MFB information feedback is performed based on
polling by BAR frame transmitted from AP. When the MFB
information including spatial stream indication information
and MCS indication information is fed back from each of the
STAs, the AP transmits a PPDU on the basis of the MFB
information at step S950.

Here, each STA may feed the relevant information back to
the AP by setting the link adaptation subfield of a control
wrapper frame including a BA frame. The link adaptation
subfield is included in an HT control field. The setting of the
link adaptation subfield is described below.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing an example of the
existing link adaptation subfield format.

Referring to FIG. 10, a link adaptation subfield 1000
includes an HT/VHT subfield 1010, a training request (TRQ)
subfield 1020, an MCS request or antenna selection (ASEL)
Indication (MAI) subfield 1030, an MCS Feedback sequence
identifier (MFSI) subfield 1040, and an MCS feedback and
Antennal Selection command/data (MFB/ASELC) subfield
1050.

The HT/VHT subfield 1010 indicates whether the link
adaptation subfield 1000 or an HT control field including the
link adaptation subfield 1000 or both are for HT transmission
supporting SU-MIMO or VHT transmission supporting
SU/MU-MIMO.

The TRQ subfield 1020 indicates a request to send a train-
ing sequence for initiating a channel sounding procedure.

The MALI subfield 1030 includes an MRQ subfield 1031
and an MRQ sequence identifier (MSI) subfield 1032. The
MRQ subfield 1031 indicates whether to initiate a link adap-
tation procedure. That is, the MRQ subfield 1031 indicates
whether MCS estimation has been requested. The MSI sub-
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field 1032 includes information to a sequence for identifying
the request, when MCS estimation has been requested, iden-
tifying the specific request.

The MFSI subfield 1040 may be set to a value of the MSI
value included in a frame triggering MFB information.

The MFB/ASELC subfield 1050 includes an MCS subfield
1051 and a-Number-of-Spatial-Streams (N,,) subfield 1052.
The MCS subfield 1051 indicates an MCS recommended by
an STA. The N, subfield 1052 indicates the number of spatial
streams which is recommended by an STA.

A total of four bits may be necessary for an STA to inform
an AP what spatial streams will be preferably used because a
maximum of 4 spatial streams may be allocated to one STA.
To this end, there is proposed a method of utilizing the TRQ
subfield 1020 and the N, subfield 1052. In a WLAN system
supporting VHT transmission, a channel sounding procedure
is performed on the basis of the NDPA frame—NDP trans-
mission method. Thus, 1 bit for the TRQ subfield 1020 may be
used for other purposes. Furthermore, a scheme in which an
STA directly signalizes what spatial streams will be used,
instead of informing an AP of the number of recommended
spatial streams, is proposed below. For this scheme, 3 bits of
the existing N subfield 1052 may be used.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an example of a link adap-
tation subfield according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 11, a link adaptation subfield 1100
includes an HT/VHT subfield 1110, an MAI subfield 1130, an
MFSI subfield 1140, and an MFB/ASELC subfield 1150.
Referring to FIG. 11(a) and FIG. 11(b), the link adaptation
subfield includes spatial stream subfields 1100q, 11105, and
11205 of four bits in size, instead of the N subfield 1052 of
the existing format. The spatial stream subfield may be imple-
mented in a bitmap type that may inform whether to use each
of spatial streams in the form of a bit value. Unlike in FIG.
11(a), in FIG. 11(b), the TRQ subfield and the N subfield of
the existing format shown in FIG. 11(a) are used as the spatial
stream subfields. 1 bit that implements the TRQ subfield in
FIG. 11(a) may be set to indicate whether a first spatial stream
SS0 is used (11105), and 3 bits that implements the N
subfield in FIG. 11(a) may be set to indicate whether second
to fourth spatial streams SS1 to SS3 are used (11205).

For example, the AP may inform the STA 1 and the STA 2
that three reduced spatial streams and two reduced spatial
streams may be transmitted to the STA 1 and the STA 2,
respectively, while transmitting four spatial streams to each of
the STA 1 and the STA 2. Each of the STAs may first use a
spatial stream having a high Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR) or
SINR value by using SNR or SINR information about each
spatial stream, obtained from the result of the current trans-
mission, in next transmission. Assuming that first, second,
and fourth spatial streams have high SNR ratios according to
the estimation result of the STA 1, the STA 1 may feed values
(1, 1,0, 1) of spatial stream subfields back to the AP. Further-
more, each STA may estimate an MCS on the basis of a
relevant spatial stream and feed MCS information back to the
AP.

The above method may also be applied to SU-MIMO trans-
mission. An AP may transmit data to an STA by using eight
spatial streams. In this case, the size of a spatial stream sub-
field may be 8 bits. For a format of a link adaptation subfield
according to this method, reference may be made to FIG. 12.
Referring to FIG. 12, a link adaptation subfield 1200 includes
an N subfield 1210 and a spatial stream subfield 1220. The
Nis subfield 1210 indicates the number of recommended spa-
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tial streams, and the spatial stream subfield 1220 includes
information of a bitmap type indicating what spatial streams
will be used.

Meanwhile, in a normal link adaptation procedure, STAs
perform optimal MCS estimation by taking interference
resulting from other STAs into consideration on the basis of
the number of spatial streams transmitted by an AP. A series
of processes, however, may not result in an optimal result
from a viewpoint of a system throughput. It would be better to
transmit the number of spatial streams smaller than the num-
ber of spatial streams designated by an AP by using a high
MCS from a viewpoint of an instantaneous system through-
put. A system environment, such as that shown in FIG. 13, is
described below as an example.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of a WLAN
system to which the embodiments of the present invention
may be applied. An AP performs MU-MIMO transmission to
K MU-MIMO-paired STAs. It is assumed that the AP
includes N, transmission antennas and all the STAs include
Ny, reception antennas.

A signal r, received from a k™ STA is represented by Equa-
tion 1 below.

K [Equation 1]
1y = Hy Pysy + sz Pis; +my

i=1
ik

In Equation 1, P, is the precoding matrix of the AP, s, is a
data stream to be transmitted to the k¥ STA, and L is the
number of data streams. H, indicates a channel between the
AP and the k” STA. The precoding matrix P,, the data stream
S, and the channel matrix H, may be represented by Equation
2 below.

PeCVPE 5 eCE*L H e CVRNT [Equation 2]

If each STA uses a reception matrix W,eC*V a post-
processing received signal §, may be represented by Equation
3 below.

i=1

K
S = Wer = WeHPsi + Wi Hi Y Prsi +me
ik

] [Equation 3]

When a linear MMSE filter is used a receiving filter, the
SINR of an 17 stream of the k STA may be represented by
Equation 4 below.

SIN Rk,/:pk,lHHkHRK,f lHlaUk,l
Ry =H,P P H 4R, ~Hipy o HY [equation 4]

In Equation 4, p, , refers to an 1 column of the precoding
matrix P,.

Instantaneous mutual information of a system may be rep-
resented by Equation 5 below.

[Equation 5]

=~

I=

K L
log(1 + SINRy )
k=

1
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Instantaneous mutual information of the k¥ STA may be
represented by Equation 6 below.

L L [Equation 6]
L(L) = Z log(l + SINR.;) = 1og]_[ (1 + SINR.))
=1 =1

Assuming that the transmission power of the AP is constant
based on the equation, if power is differently allocated to
spatial streams, it would be better for the k” STA to use the
number of spatial streams smaller than a maximum number of
available spatial streams from a better instantaneous through-
put on the k¥ STA. That is, I,(L")<I,(L) may occur regarding
L'<L. In this situation, a method of estimating and computing
an MCS when data is transmitted using reduced spatial
streams is described below.

It is assumed that a code rate for an MCS index n is R(n)
(where n=0, 1, . . ., 8). It is also assumed that an MCS index
calculated on the basis of spatial streams transmitted from an
STA to an AP is nand an MCS index estimated on the basis of
the reduced spatial streams isn'. In this case, there is proposed
an MCS index computation method, such as Equation 7.

n’ = argmax{m | [,(L')- R(m) < I,(L)- R(n)} [Equation 7]

In general, an AP may find it difficult to detect a change of
the channel between an STA and the AP. Since the AP
requests MCS estimation through a PPDU that is subject to
MU-MIMO transmission, MFB information is determined on
the basis of the PPDU. Here, if an STA may be able to detect
achange, such as the number of optimized spatial streams that
has not been detected by an AP, a method of indicating such
detection through MFB information is proposed.

FIGS. 14 and 15 are diagrams showing examples of a link
adaptation method according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 14, an AP transmits a PPDU in which an
MRQhasbeensettoan STA 1,an STA 2, and an STA 3 at step
S1410. The STAs transmits respective BA frames to the AP at
steps S1421, S1422, and S1423. The BA frame is transmitted
through a control wrapper frame. MFB information is
included in the control wrapper frame and then fed back to the
AP. An STA that will perform a feedback in the first place is
determined on the basis of group ID and spatial stream indi-
cation information set by the AP, and subsequent feedback
steps are performed when the AP transmits respective BAR
frames at step S1431 and S1432.

Referring to FIG. 15, an AP transmits an NDPA frame in
which an MRQ has been set to an STA 1, an STA 2, and an
STA 3 at step S1510 and then transmits an NDP thereto at step
S1520. In response thereto, the STA 1, the STA 2, and the STA
3 feed respective pieces of MFB information back to the AP
at steps S1531, S1532, and S1533. The MFB information
may be included in a feedback frame transmitted by each
STA. The feedback frame may be a VHT compressed beam-
forming frame transmitted when a channel sounding response
is made. The MFB information may be included in an HT
control field and then transmitted. An STA that will transmit
the feedback frame in the first place is determined on the basis
of group 1D and spatial stream indication information set by
the AP. Subsequent feedback steps are performed when the
AP transmits respective poll frames at steps S1541 and
S1542.
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The MFB information may be estimated and computed on
the basis of an RXVECTOR which is a reception information
parameter for a PPDU transmitted by an AP and triggers an
MRQ. The RXVECTOR may include a channel bandwidth
parameter, a group ID parameter, an N parameter, a transmit
chain number parameter, an applied encoding scheme param-
eter, a beamforming parameter, and an STBC parameter. The
MEFB subfield of an HT control field having a VHT format,
included in a BA frame or a feedback frame transmitted by an
STA, includes an N subfield indicating the number of spatial
streams that is recommended by the STA. Here, the N sub-
field may be set to a value equal to or smaller than the number
of'spatial streams which is allocated to the STA and indicated
by the N, parameter of the reception information parameter
RXVECTOR.

Assuming that a spatial stream dimension N to be esti-
mated by an STA is given by an AP, if the STA arbitrarily
feeds an MCS suitable for spatial stream dimension smaller
than the spatial stream dimension N, there may be a problem
in that the AP does not know how the MCS will be used. For
example, ifan AP transmits a PPDU to the STA and makes the
STA estimate channel for two spatial streams by using col-
umn vectors v1 and v2 of a precoding matrix applied to the
PPDU, the STA may determine that it would be advantageous
to receive one spatial stream rather than to receive the two
spatial streams. The STA may include indicator for the one
spatial stream and an MCS suitable for the one spatial stream
in MFB information and feed the MFB information back to
the AP. In this case, the AP does not know how the one spatial
stream will be best optimized. For this, there is proposed a
method of indicating detailed spatial stream configuration
information when an STA feeds the number of spatial streams
smaller than the number of spatial streams, allocated by an
AP, back as MFB information.

Inasignal for channel estimation requesting an MCS, ifthe
number of spatial streams smaller than a set of given spatial
streams is fed back, there is a proposed a method of feeding
information indicating specific spatial streams to be used and
a recommended MCS to be applied to the specific spatial
streams. To this end, there is proposed a method of imple-
menting the spatial stream indication information in a bitmap
type and feeding back the spatial stream indication informa-
tion.

For example, assuming that the total number of transmitted
spatial streams is 4, an MCS, indicating a higher throughput
as aresult of comparing a throughput estimated by computing
an MCS when the 4 spatial streams are used in an STA with a
throughput estimated by computing an MCS when 3 spatial
streams are used in the STA, may be fed back. Here, the most
optimal spatial stream configuration may be indicated in a
bitmap type. An AP does not configure a new precoding
column vector, but may continue to use the existing precoding
column vector and thus receive a more optimal MCS from an
STA. Accordingly, a process of computing a new precoding
column vector when an optimal spatial stream is used can be
omitted, and an optimal MCS can be used between the AP and
the STA.

A detailed method of informing an AP of spatial streams
and an MCS recommended by an STA is described below
with reference to FIGS. 16 to 18. It is assumed that the total
number of spatial streams supported for MIMO transmission
in a WLAN system is 8. It is also assumed that each of the 8
spatial streams, allocated to each STA, can be distinguished
from each other using index values. What spatial stream
group among all spatial streams transmitted from AP is allo-
cated to a specific STA is signaled by a spatial stream position
information element of group ID management frame. There-
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fore, the STA determine at least one spatial stream allocated
to itself when AP transmits PPDU to the STA with signaling
a number of spatial streams allocated to each of STAs MU-
MIMO paired with the AP. If each of spatial streams trans-
mitted from AP can be distinguished from the others among
the spatial streams by indices allocated to the spatial streams,
the STA may use and manage at least one spatial stream
allocated to itself by using the indices.

FIGS. 16 and 17 are diagrams showing an example of a
spatial stream indication according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

An AP transmits a frame, requesting MCS estimation, to an
SIA by using a spatial stream 1 to a spatial stream 4. The STA
configures MFB information 1600, including spatial stream
indication information 1610 and recommended MCS indica-
tion information 1620. In the spatial stream indication infor-
mation 1610, whether each of spatial streams is used may be
configured in a bitmap type by allocating 1 bit to each of the
spatial streams. The spatial stream indication information
1610 may be divided into a part 1611 for spatial streams
allocated to the STA and a part 1612 for the remaining spatial
streams not allocated to the STA. In the part 1611 for the
allocated spatial streams, a bit for a recommended spatial
stream may be set to 1, and a bit for a non-recommended
spatial stream may be set to 0. The part 1612 not allocated by
the AP may be basically set to 0.

If the first bit and the second bit of the bitmap are set to 1
and the remaining bits thereofare set to O as in FIG. 16, the AP
may determine that the STA has recommended the spatial
stream 1 and the spatial stream 2. Furthermore, when trans-
mitting a PPDU to the STA, the AP may use the spatial stream
1 and the spatial stream 2 and use a recommended MCS
indicated by the MCS indication information 1620.

It the first bit and the third bit of the bitmap are setto 1 and
the remaining bits thereof are set to 0 as in FIG. 17, the AP
may determine that the STA has recommended the spatial
stream 2 and the spatial stream 3. Furthermore, when trans-
mitting a PPDU to the STA, the AP may use the spatial stream
2 and the spatial stream 3 and use a recommended MCS
indicated by the MCS indication information 1620.

When feeding back MFB information, as a bitmap type, the
number of spatial streams smaller than the number of spatial
streams indicated in a signal transmitted for performing MRQ
and channel estimation, an STA must compute an optimal
MCS and compare throughputs for all possible combinations.
When an MCS is requested using eight spatial streams, an
STA must compute an optimal MCS and compare through-
puts for 7 or lower all spatial stream combinations. It may
result in overload when the STA operates. In order to avoid
this problem, there is proposed a method of recommending
the number of spatial streams smaller than the number of
spatial streams required in an MRQ, but previously agreeing
a configuration of the recommended spatial streams between
an AP and an STA. An example of the proposed method may
be given as shown n FIG. 18.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of spatial stream
indication according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

MEFB information 1800 configured by an STA includes N
indication information 1810 and recommended MCS indica-
tion information 1820. When feeding the MFB information
back to an AP, the STA recommends that the AP use the
number of spatial streams equal to or smaller than the number
of spatial streams, allocated to the STA, through a PPDU in
which an MRQ has been triggered. In this case, it is assumed
that spatial streams among the allocated spatial streams are
contiguously used from a spatial stream having a smaller
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index value. The MFB information may be estimated and
computed assuming that the relevant spatial streams will be
used.

In FIG. 18, since a spatial stream]1 to a spatial stream 4 have
been allocated when the AP triggered the MRQ, The STA
estimates and computing the MFB information under an
assumption that the spatial stream 1 and the spatial stream 2
are used by AP and/or the STA. If, the PPDU triggering the
MRQ allocates the spatial stream 3 to spatial stream 6 to the
STA, the STA may estimate and computing the MFB infor-
mation under an assumption that the spatial stream 3 and the
spatial stream 4 are used for transmitting a PPDU by AP
and/or the STA.

On receipt MFB information from the STA, the AP may
determine to use the spatial stream1 and the spatial stream2
through the recommended number of spatial streams infor-
mation included in the MFB information, and acquire the
MCS recommended by the STA.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing a wireless apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 19, a wireless apparatus 1900 includes a
processor 1910, a memory 1920, and a transceiver 1930. The
transceiver 1930 transmits and/or receives a radio signal, and
implements an IEEE 802.11 physical (PHY) layer. The pro-
cessor 1910 functionally coupled to the transceiver 1930 is
configured to implement a MAC layer and/or a PHY layer.
The processor 1910 may be configured to generate and trans-
mit the PPDU format according to the embodiments of the
present invention. The processor 1910 may further be config-
ured to receive PPDU, interpret a plurality of fields in the
PPDU, acquiring control information by the interpreting and
data by using the control information. The processor 1910
may further be configured to estimate a channel and feed the
MEFB information back to the AP. The processor 1910 may be
configured to transmit a PPDU according to the MFB infor-
mation, on receipt the MFB information. The processor 1910
is configured for implementing embodiments for the present
invention shown in FIG. 9 to FIG. 18.

The processor 1910 and/or the transceiver 1930 may
include an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a
separate chipset, a logic circuit, and/or a data processing unit.
When the embodiment of the present invention is imple-
mented in software, the aforementioned methods can be
implemented with a module (i.e., process, function, etc.) for
performing the aforementioned functions. The module may
be stored in the memory 1920 and may be performed by the
processor 1910. The memory 1920 may be located inside or
outside the processor 1910, and may be coupled to the pro-
cessor 1910 by using various well-known means.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for link adaptation in a wireless local area
network system, the method comprising;

receiving, by a responding station, from a requesting sta-
tion, a requesting physical layer protocol data unit
(PPDU) for requesting a modulation and coding scheme
(MCS) feedback via a plurality of spatial streams, the
requesting PPDU including an MCS request (MRQ)
field that is set to one to request the responding station to
provide the MCS feedback; and

transmitting, by the responding station, to the requesting
station, the MCS feedback including a recommended
MCS field and a recommended stream field,

wherein the recommended MCS field indicates a recom-
mended MCS,

wherein the recommended stream field indicates a number
of at least one recommended spatial stream,



US 9,258,799 B2

21

wherein the number of the at least one recommended spa-
tial stream is less than a number of the plurality of spatial
streams used for the requesting PPDU,
wherein the recommended MCS is estimated under an
assumption that the requesting station will transmit at
least one first spatial stream among the plurality of spa-
tial streams used for the requesting PPDU, and

wherein a number of the at least one first spatial stream
used for estimating the recommended MCS is equal to
the number of the at least one recommended spatial
stream.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the recommended
stream field has 3 bits.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the recommended MCS
field has 4 bits.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the requesting PPDU
includes a stream indicator indicating the number of the plu-
rality of spatial streams used for the requesting PPDU.

5. A device for a wireless local area network system, the
device comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit and receive a radio

signal; and,

a processor operationally coupled to the transceiver and

configured to:

instruct the transceiver to receive, from a requesting sta-

tion, a requesting physical layer protocol data unit
(PPDU) for requesting a modulation and coding scheme
(MCS) feedback via a plurality of spatial streams, the
requesting PPDU including an MCS request (MRQ)
field that is set to one to request the processor to provide
the MCS feedback; and

instruct the transceiver to transmit, to the requesting sta-

tion, the MCS feedback including a recommended MCS
field and a recommended stream field,

wherein the recommended MCS field indicates a recom-

mended MCS,

wherein the recommended stream field indicates a number

of at least one recommended spatial stream,

wherein the number of the at least one recommended spa-

tial stream is less than a number of the plurality of spatial
streams used for the requesting PPDU,

wherein the recommended MCS is estimated under an

assumption that the requesting station will transmit at
least one first spatial stream among the plurality of spa-
tial streams used for the requesting PPDU, and
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wherein a number of the at least one first spatial stream
used for estimating the recommended MCS is equal to
the number of the at least one recommended spatial
stream.

5 6. The device of claim 5, wherein the recommended stream

field has 3 bits.

7. The device of claim 5, wherein the recommended MCS
field has 4 bits.

8. The device of claim 5, wherein the requesting PPDU
includes a stream indicator indicating the number of the plu-
rality of spatial streams used for the requesting PPDU.

9. A method for link adaptation in a wireless local area
network system, the method comprising;

transmitting, by a requesting station, to a responding sta-

tion, a requesting physical layer protocol data unit

15 (PPDU) for requesting a modulation and coding scheme
(MCS) feedback via a plurality of spatial streams, the
requesting PPDU including an MCS request (MRQ)
field that is set to one to request the responding station to
provide the MCS feedback; and

20 receiving, by the requesting station, from the responding
station, the MCS feedback including a recommended
MCS field and a recommended stream field,

wherein the recommended MCS field indicates a recom-
mended MCS,

55 wherein the recommended stream field indicates a number
of at least one recommended spatial stream,

wherein the number of the at least one recommended spa-
tial stream is less than a number of the plurality of spatial
streams used for the requesting PPDU,

30  wherein the recommended MCS is estimated by the
responding station under an assumption that the request-
ing station will transmit at least one first spatial stream
among the plurality of spatial streams used for the
requesting PPDU, and

35  wherein a number of the at least one first spatial stream
used for estimating the recommended MCS is equal to
the number of the at least one recommended spatial
stream.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the recommended

40 stream field has 3 bits.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the recommended
MCS field has 4 bits.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the requesting PPDU
includes a stream indicator indicating the number of the plu-

45 rality of spatial streams used for the requesting PPDU.
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